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NAFTA, GATT, and other weak trade
policies.

We had a trade deficit of $153 billion
last year, Mr. Speaker. Most econo-
mists say that we lose at least 20,000
jobs for each $1 billion. That means we
lost over 3 million jobs last year due to
imports, 3 million jobs lost to other
countries. We simply cannot keep let-
ting this happen every year. We do not
want a trade war, Mr. Speaker, but we
seem to be in one now and we seem to
be losing.

We have thousands and thousands of
college graduates who cannot find jobs
in the fields for which they trained, so
they are taking jobs as waiters and
waitresses. And certainly this is honor-
able employment but not what they
had hoped and dreamed and worked for.
Or they are going to law school or med-
ical school, fields in which there are al-
ready huge surpluses.

Our unemployment rate is relatively
low. We wish it was lower. But while
unemployment is fairly low, our
underemployment rate is terrible.
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If we are ever going to do anything
about this horrendous under employ-
ment, we have to turn this Nation
around. We have to show more concern
for our own people. We should not be
against anybody, but at the same time
we need to put our own people and our
own Nation first, even if we get called
names by the liberal elitists and others
who worry about being politically cor-
rect more than they worry about any-
thing else.

Over riding all of these other prob-
lems, Mr. Speaker, is our national debt
over $5 trillion. I think, Mr. Speaker,
that the reason we are not more con-
cerned about this national debt is that
many people do not fully realize how
harmful it is to them. Almost every
economist tells us that this national
debt is really holding this country
back economically and that it puts our
economy on a very shaky footing.

Times are good now for some people,
Mr. Speaker, but they could and should
be good for everyone. People making $5
or $6 an hour could be making $15 or $20
an hour, or more, if our Federal Gov-
ernment was under control from a
spending, taxing, and particularly from
a regulatory standpoint.

President Clinton, when he was cam-
paigning in 1992, said he could balance
the budget in 5 years. Now, in 1996, he
reluctantly says 7 years from now is
the best we can do. And the truth is
that almost no one believes we will
really do it even then.

The American people should be upset
by this. They should be angry. But far
too many think everything is all right
because the stock market is booming.
But could this be the lull before the
storm? It will be unless we start doing
what is right.

The right thing to do, Mr. Speaker, is
to balance our budget this year, not 7
years from now. The right thing to do
is to lower taxes on working families.

The average person pays half of his or
her income in taxes now, counting
taxes of all types: Federal, State and
local, sales, property, income, gas, ex-
cise, Social Security, and on and on.

The right thing to do is to drastically
downsize our Government and decrease
its costs. Right now only Government
bureaucrats and fat cat Government
contractors are benefiting. The few are
benefiting at the expense of the many.

The right thing to do is to let our
own people keep more of their own
money so more families could stay to-
gether. The kindest, most compas-
sionate thing we could do for our chil-
dren is to create another high-sounding
Government program, but the kindest,
most compassionate thing to do would
be to let parents keep more of their
own money so they can do more good
things for their own children. The
question is, do we want to spend the
money on the bureaucrats and their
unbelievable administrative costs, or
do we want to spend the money on our
children? Even our crime rate, Mr.
Speaker, would go down if we could
downsize our Government and decrease
its cost.

I spent 71⁄2 years as a criminal court
judge before coming to Congress. Every
study, every single one, shows that al-
most all felony crimes are committed
by men who come from father-absent
households. Most marriages; one recent
study said 59 percent of all marriages
break up over finances.

In 1950 the Federal Government took
2 percent in taxes from the average
family. State and local governments
took a similar amount. Today the Fed-
eral Government takes almost 25 per-
cent, and State and local governments
a similar amount. Is it any wonder
then, Mr. Speaker, that families do not
have what they need to stay together
and that our crime rate and many
other problems grow worse?

We can do much better, Mr. Speaker,
much better, and almost all our prob-
lems would be much less serious if we
get our Government under control and
let the people take control of this Na-
tion once again.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut [Mr. SHAYS]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. SHAYS addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]
f

THE MYTH OF THE MAGIC
BUREAUCRAT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. HOEKSTRA]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Tonight I want to
talk a little bit about actually building
off the comments of my colleague
about the need to downsize Govern-
ment. I think we, as a Nation, have
kind of become afflicted with what I

call the myth of the magic bureaucrat.
What is the magic bureaucrat, or what
is the myth of the magic bureaucrat?
The myth of the magic bureaucrat is
the widely accepted belief that Govern-
ment bureaucrats spending taxpayer
money can solve all of our Nation’s
problems. More importantly, the de-
scription says that a magic bureaucrat
is more able to spend our money more
effectively than what the taxpayer can.

Why is this a myth? The magic bu-
reaucrat is a myth because it is popu-
lar and it is a widely held belief, but it
is fundamentally untrue and unsus-
tainable by objective reality.

Who believes this myth? Mr. Speak-
er, I believe that the President and
many other policy-makers in Washing-
ton believe this myth. What does a
magic bureaucrat do? A magic bureau-
crat creates illusions like David
Copperfield and the great Houdini.

Tonight we want to just talk about
two of these great illusions that have
been created by the magic bureaucrat.

Mr. Speaker, we had hearings on one
of these today at the oversight sub-
committee. Bureaucrats at the cor-
poration for national service, they are
trying to convince the committee, they
are trying to convince the American
people, that a Federal corporation can
do a better job of volunteerism and
community service than actual volun-
teers in the community and actual
nonprofit organizations that have been
a heritage of this Nation for as long as
we have been in existence.

That is the myth, that they can do it
better. The reality is they cannot do
volunteerism, they cannot do commu-
nity service. As a matter of fact, what
we pointed out in the hearing today is
they cannot even keep the books
straight.

A second myth is one that has been
perpetuated or is being developed by
the bureaucrats at the Department of
Education, and that is that the Depart-
ment of Education can do Federal
loans or student loans more effectively
than the private sector. We have a col-
league here who would like to just de-
scribe that illusion for us.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding. The facts
are as follows:

There are 900,000 financial aid appli-
cations that are backlogged, and the
article, Chronicle of Higher Education,
the article entitled ‘‘Sorting Out a
Foul Up In Student Aid’’ says the fol-
lowing. Student aid experts say their
backlog of 900,000 financial aid applica-
tions was caused by mismanagement of
the Department of Education and that
it calls into question the department’s
ability to manage the student aid sys-
tem.

I congratulate the gentleman for
having oversight hearings in this whole
area of the Government trying to do
for the private sector what we know
the private sector can do best, vol-
unteering and run a program of lending
money. If the administration has its
way, the student loan portfolio will be
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